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  September XX, 2018 
 
 
The Honorable Mac Thornberry 
Chairman 
House Armed Services Committee  
2216 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Adam Smith 
Ranking Member 
House Armed Services Committee  
2216 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Chairman Thornberry and Ranking Member Smith, 
 

I am providing the attached Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board letter to the 
Secretary of Energy for your awareness.  The letter addresses the Board’s concerns with the 
recently issued DOE Order 140.1, Interface with the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board.  
The Board held a public hearing to discuss the Order with DOE leadership on August 28, 2018.  
A video recording of that hearing may be found on the Board’s public website at 
www.dnfsb.gov.     

 
It is the Board’s unanimous position that the Secretary’s Order wrongly attempts to 

diminish the authority granted by Congress for the Board to provide independent analysis, 
advice, and recommendations to the Secretary of Energy in providing adequate protection of 
public health and safety at defense nuclear facilities.  The public hearing demonstrated 
differences between the Board and DOE’s interpretation of our enabling legislation and 
highlighted the Order’s adverse impacts on the Board’s ability to fulfill its mission. 

 
 We welcome the opportunity to brief you at your convenience.  
 
       Yours truly, 
 
 
 

Bruce Hamilton 
Acting Chairman 

Enclosure  
c:  Secretary of Energy Rick Perry  
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AFFIRMATION OF BOARD VOTING RECORD 

SUBJECT: DOE Order 140.1 (HASC) 

Doc Control#2018-100-066 

The Board, with Board Member(s) Bruce Hamilton, Jessie H. Roberson, Daniel J. Santos, Joyce 
L. Connery approving, Board Member(s) none disapproving, Board Member(s) none 
abstaining, and Board Member(s) none not participating, has voted to approve the above 
document on September 14, 2018. 

The votes were recorded as: 

APRVD DISAPRVD ABSTAIN 
NOT 

COMMENT 
PARTICIPATING* 

Bruce Hamilton IZl 0 D D D 
Jessie H. Roberson IZl 0 D D D 
Daniel J. Santos IZl D D D D 
Joyce L. Connery IX! D D D D 

*Reason for Not Participating: 

This Record contains a summary of voting on this matter together with the individual vote 
sheets, views and comments of the Board Members. 

Attachments: 
1. Voting Summary 
2. Board Member Vote Sheets 

cc: Board Members 
OGC 
OGM Records Officer 
OTD 

Executive Secretary to the Board 

DATE 

09/13/18 

09/13/18 

09/13/18 

09/14/18 
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DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

NOTATIONAL VOTE RESPONSE SHEET 

FROM: Bruce Hamilton 

SUBJECT: DOE Order 140.1 (HASC) 

Doc Contro1#2018-100-066 

Approved_X_ Disapproved __ Abstain 

Recusal - Not Participatin�g __ 

COMMENTS: Below Attached None_X_ 

� l� 
iruceil81llilt<m 

Date 

ARCHIVE: 2018-100-066, DOE Order 140.1 (HASC)



DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

NOTATIONAL VOTE RESPONSE SHEET 

FROM: Jessie Roberson 

SUBJECT: DOE Order 140.1 (HASC) 

Doc Control#2018-100-066 

App1·oved� Disapproved __ 
Recusal - Not Participating, __ 

COMMENTS: Below Attached 

Abstain 

Non& 

J�ROberson 

¥ 13 2-ulf 
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DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

NOTATIONAL VOTE RESPONSE SHEET 

FROM: Daniel J. Santos 

SUBJECT: DOE Order 140.1 (HASC) 

Doc Contro1#2018-100-066 

ApprovedX Disapproved __ 
Recusal - Not Participating, __ 

COMMENTS: Below Attached 

Abstain 
--

None_x__ 

Date 
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DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

NOTATIONAL VOTE RESPONSE SHEET 

FROM: Joyce Connery 

SUBJECT: DOE Order 140.1 (HASC) 

Doc Control#2018-100-066 

J 
Approved __ Disapproved __ 

Recusal - Not Participating __ 

COMMENTS: Below Attached 

Abstain 

None j --

/C..( }OJ/( 
) 
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